Brief comment text:

I respectfully request that the FCC reject NextNav’s proposal (Proceeding 24-240) for changes pertaining to the use of the 900 MHz band. 

I urge the FCC to consider a more balanced approach that protects the interests of open-source projects, community-driven networks, and the broader public.

Below are key concerns as outlined by the Metastatic open source project community:

Key Concerns with NextNav’s Proposal
1. Potential Interference with Unlicensed Bands

NextNav’s proposal suggests creating a 5-MHz uplink in the 902-907 MHz band paired with a 10-MHz downlink in the 918-928 MHz band. However, these changes could lead to significant interference with existing unlicensed, low-power devices that currently operate within these frequencies. For the Meshtastic community and others relying on these bands, the result could be a substantial degradation in network performance, especially in rural and under served regions where alternatives are limited.

    “The 900 MHz band serves as a critical resource for those of us building decentralized networks. Interference from reallocated spectrum could cripple these grassroots communication efforts.” – JM Casler aka MC Hamster, Meshtastic Project Lead

2. Impact on Innovation and Open-Source Projects

Open-source projects like Meshtastic thrive in an environment where access to unlicensed spectrum is available for experimentation and innovation. By granting exclusive or prioritized access to these frequencies, the FCC risks stifling the creativity and diversity of applications that have historically driven advancements in wireless technology.

The open-source community has long been a bastion of innovation, creating technologies that benefit a wide range of users, from hobbyists to public safety officials. Restricting access to this spectrum could not only limit the development of new tools and applications but also hinder the progression of existing projects that rely on these frequencies.
3. Threat to Public Safety and Community Resilience

In disaster-prone or remote areas, decentralized communication networks are often the only lifeline when traditional infrastructure fails. Meshtastic’s low-power, long-range communication capabilities have proven invaluable in such situations, providing critical connectivity in times of need. By reallocating the spectrum these networks depend on, NextNav’s proposal could inadvertently weaken community resilience and public safety.
4. Equity and Accessibility Concerns
One of the most powerful aspects of the unlicensed spectrum is its ability to democratize communication. It allows small-scale operators, hobbyists, and underserved communities to build and maintain their own networks without the need for expensive licenses or subscriptions. NextNav’s proposal risks creating a barrier to entry, effectively widening the digital divide and excluding those who can’t afford to compete with larger entities for spectrum access.

Sincerely,

Norman Cushard
